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CITY COUNCIL PUTS TAX RATE
TO 67 CENTS==A 9=CENT REDUCTION

** +*****•»<••<

American Legion Fiesta and Automobile Show Is Under Way
-- y.,  _________________

DIP PDflU/H ChamPi°nsm'P Contenders Clash 
DlU UllUff V on Two Ball League Diamonds;

VISITS 
TENT

Interleague Games Are Planned

Union Tool and Petroleum Securities Are
Leading Fights for Playground and

Oil Field Titles

With Murphy's Comedians of the Union Tool Company 
still in the lead, their rating of 1.000 as yet unbroken, the 
championship playoff series at the Community Summer 
Playground probably will be settled by tomorrow night, 
barring tie games^^The Comedians have shown a brand 
of baseball that has kept the heads of the other title con­ 
tenders in a whirl.

Additional games will be played on the Playground dia­ 
mond next week, although the summer playground activi­ 
ties will cease tomorrow. A series is being arranged be­ 
tween the Playground League title holder and the winner 
of the Oil Field League series. The Oil Field schedule will 
be completed tonight. Petroleum Securities apparently has 
the title cinched. The Securities team tonight is matched 

 -- against the Oil Well Supply, and Tolson Transportation, 
;:re thronging .the, the runners-up, are scheduled to cross bats with Standard 
Legion Fiesta and Oil. A win by Tolson and a loss by Securities would tie up 

the series. Standard Oil. once league leader, has slumped i

Automobiles, Exhibits 
and Amusements ! 
Attract Throng

CLOSES SATURDAY

Admission and Main
Attractions Are

Free to All
Cro 

Americ 
 ^Automobile Show grounds at

Border and Western avenues, to fifth place by forfeiting two tie games 
The Fiestii opened Tuesday

Observations
New Orleans Surrenders to the Crusaders

 Postwar Industry, Second Act 

= ~ By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY =:

night and will be open every 
afternoon and evening until 

' Saturday. Admission and all 
attractions in the main Fi­ 
esta tent are free. '

The huge 360-foot Fiesta 
tent resembles a circus "big 
top." It is the largest can­ 
vas that the Fiesta, in its sev­ 
en years of existence, ever 
has used. Inside the big tent 
the amoii'obile and comimr- 
cial displays are ranged. Tel­ 
ephone sorvice is available in 
the Chamber of Commerce 
booth, and Arrowhead drink­ 
ing water is being supplied 
there free of charge by the 
Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil 
Company.

FINAL LEAGUE BASEBALL GAMES

OIL FIELD LEAGUE

TONIGHT

PLAYGROUND LEAGUE

TOMORROW

PutsPet. Sec. 
Under Oil Well 

and Calpet

Skids .Comedians Take Twoj 
More in Title 

Drive

A MAN 
CAN7 GO TO A 
SHOW WITHOUT 
HEARING ABOUT 
PROHIBITION

(Republished from the Independent, Boston)

JOIN in singing a requiem for the New Orleans that 
was. The old French city, long stronghold of the 

fast-dying American individualist, has capitulated to 
the boosters, flown the white flag to the crusaders, and 
is rapidly becoming standardized. Sadly we read the 
obituary set forth in a mournful dispatch to the New 
York Times. The law against lotteries is being en­ 
forced. Reformers are dealing knockout punches to 
the Sport of Kings and the dog tracks. Unexcelled 
restaurants, famous in song and story. Kolb's. La 
Louisianne, Aruaud's, Broussard's, Anloine's--which of­ 
fered the best cuisine on the continent, are giving way 
before cafeterias and sandwich shops. Northern real­ 
tors arc gradually eliminating the quaint atmosphere 
of lovely old districts with new, modern structures of 
steel and stone. New Orleans, so the correspondent 
writes, is "going to bed early."

This is discouraging. The four unique American 
cities now threaten to become but two. New York is 
everything- individual because of universal appeal, by 
virtue of bigness. Boston is different well, because 
it is Boston, as someone once remarked, a state of 
mind. San Francisco was once a bluff, generous, gen­ 
ial, wicked town, pulsing with the vigor of gold-rush 
days. But its character burned out with what San 
Franciscans call "the fire." Many a mourner weeps 
at the tomb of those days gone by.

New Orleans, shrugging her dainty shoulders at 
all attempts to make her be good, laughing, dining, 
wining, singing, sometimes riotous, always naughty, 
seemed immune from standardization. Now, alas! 
she promises to become just another American city. 

 * * * *

EUROPE is girding itself for commercial war against 
American industry. Domestic and internal com­ 

binations, unrestrained by law. have been perfected in   
almost every basic European industry. And in steel, 
at least, the competition has given American interests 
ground for apprehension.

Two years ago when the European steel cartel was 
formed United States fabricators began looking to 
their markets. At one time the Treasury Department 
seriously contemplated a complete embargo on foreign 
steel. This drastic action was forestalled by more 
thorough investigation, but much lively diplomatic cor­ 
respondence was loosed over it. Now come seven AJII- 
erican manufacturers of steel and steel products with 
a formal complaint to the Bureau of Customs that 
German steel is being dumped on the American mar­ 
ket, in defiance of our anti-dumping laws. The com­ 
plainants ask that the law be enforced and that the 
tariff on steel be increased.

Whether or not these contentions, which the Bu­ 
reau is now studying, are wholly substantiated, the 
very fact that the complaint has been lodged indicates 
that steel groups on this side of the Atlantic regard 
the European combination as a powerful competitor-- 
not only in the United States but in other markets. 
It is weil known that Europeans have snatched several 
fat steel contracts in South America from American 
bidders. Even in this country a number of large cities 
have purchased Belgian and German structural steel 
for the simple reason that the Europeans actually un­ 
dersold bidders on this side of the Atlantic. Since that 
time American steel men have been delivering patriotic 
exhortations; but where round dollars are concerned 
hard-headed business men are not apt to remain pa­ 
triotic forever. Hence the demand for enforcement of 
anti-dumping laws and a higher tariff on steel.

The situation which confronts American fabricators 
is complicated by the fact that members of the farm 
bloc in Congress declare they will insist on a reduction 
in steel-tariff schedules at the next session. This move 
is probably designed as strategic action to force farm- 
relief legislation. At the same time it does not con­ 
tribute to the peace of mind of steel men challenged 
in their own domain by foreign competitors.

Signs of international competition are also visible 
in other basic industries. British and German chemi­ 
cal groups recently formed two huge mergers and plans 
are now rumored which would fuse the two into one. 
At the very least, it is said, a trade agreement will be 
reached dividing world markets and joining forces in 
competition with Americans. The thirty year fight for 
oil supremacy is raging with new vigor. Latest devel-
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PUTS RATE IN EFFECT
Council, Faced by Approaching Statutory Time Limit, 

Solves Problem and Cuts Rate to New 
Low Level

Torrance's municipal tax rate for the fiscal year 1927-1928 has 
been set at 67 cents, as against 76 cents for the year 1926-1927  
a nine-cent reduction. The total 67-cent rate, including 54 cents on 
each $100 of the assessed valuation for the general governmental 

; fund, 10 cents for advertising, music and parks, and three cents for 
i payment of interest and principal on municipal bonds, applies only 
ito the confines of the Old City. In the annexations, Northwest Tor­ 
rance and Meadow Park, the tax rate is 64 cents 54 cents for the 
general governmental fund and 10 cents for advertising, music- and 
parks. The three-cent bond tax does not apply to the annexations.

The 67-cent tax rate was set Monday by the City Council in spe­ 
cial session by adoption of an emergency ordinance.

The emergent-} ordinance
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decision 10 reconsider the or­ 
dinance introduced August 
ifi. and which set the rate at 
7!i rents, had not time to al­ 
low the ordinance to reach 
adoption through tin- ordin-- 
ary channel. That would 
have required an elapse of 
five clays between introduc­ 
tion and passage.

I'nder the law. the tax or­ 
dinance had to be adopted 
before the last Tuesday in 
August. The Council, deter­ 
mined to relieve the tax pay­ 
ers still further after exam­ 
ination had revealed that the 
73 cent rate was higher than 

| necessary, solved the problem 
[by the addition of an emer­ 
gency clause to the tax or­ 
dinance. Under the new or­ 
dinance, the new tax rate be- 

j conies effective today.
The 54-cent rate, for gen­ 

ial governmental purposes and 
! applying alike to the Old 
I City,   and the two annexa- 
jtions   Northwest Torrance 
i ami .Meadow Park   will yield 
revenue totalling $83, 382. 
The 10-ceiit advertising, park 
and music tax, applying also 
to the old city and both au- 
nexations, will yield $16,281, 
and -the three-cent tax for 
payment of interest and prin­ 
cipal on municipal bonds, ap­ 
plying only to the Old City, 
will yield $L',S3u, making to­
tal revenue from the G7-64- 
cent tax rale $102,498.

Other estimated municipal 
re\enue. aside from the niun- 
   ipul tax. and cash on bar 
otal $3:.',000. giving a total 
{( ncral governmental operat­ 
ing fund -uf $115,382, and a 
lot a I revenue for all pur 
IJK.'- - including advertising 
am. I...JIK!S, of $134,498.
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